St. Paulinus Catholic Primary School '@l}(

Inspiring all to live, learn and love in the light of Jesus. = oy
(cfJohn 8:12)
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Dear Parents / Carers
Year 5 - Spring Term Curriculum Letter

Welcome back after the Christmas holidays! We hope that you have all had a lovely Christmas / New
Year and are looking forward to the academic year ahead.
Year 5 Staff : Class Teachers : Mrs F. Joyce & Mrs. N. Scholey

HLTA : Mrs K. Jackson

Support Assistants: Mrs. L. Hibbert, Mrs. K. Oakley, Mrs S. Dhorajiwala &
Mr R. Mallender

Our topic this term is ‘China’.

We will be covering the novels ‘The Firework Maker's Daughter’.
The topic will extend through many subject areas including English, History and Geography.
It will give children a great insight in to Chinese culture.

Our topic will use many skills learnt throughout the term resulting in children writing their
own diary entries, persuasive writing and Chinese myths. Children will have the opportunity to use
their artistic skills this term along with their designing skills to plan and design Terracotta warriors,
Chinese lanterns and watercolour calligraphy. This is a very exciting topic drawing on many skills with
lots of fun and meaningful activities enabling this topic
to be stimulating and fun.

(See topic plan for full details)

In R.E. the topics are ‘Inspirational people’ and ‘Reconciliation’. Parents are encouraged to start
discussions with children relating to these topics focusing on key terminology and its meaning.

In Mathematics we will be continue to focus on basic skills and problem solving (further information
can be found on the topic plan). To further support your children you need to provide them with
opportunities to practice their times tables, recap on previous topics to keep it fresh and encourage
problem solving relating to real life issues, such as money and measure for example.

In English we will be studying the novel ‘The Firework Maker's Daughter’ by Philip Pullman. This will
allow us to develop our writing through recounts from various chapters in the novel. We will show our
empathy with the characters through writing diary entries. We will also write character descriptions.

As parents / carers you can support at home by helping your child encouraging discussions around
the topic of China and looking for words to describe a certain aspect of China.

In Science we will be continuing with the topic of Forces and Motion and will move on to learning
about Materials and their Properties. At home, children could be doing some of their own topic
research to help them further engage with the topic, i.e. Do they know the definition of a solid, liquid or
gas? Do they know which materials will dissolve? Do they know how to separate materials? Do they
know which materials are good conductors of heat?

Physical Education (P.E.) - is on a Tuesday and a Wednesday, so children must ensure their P.E.
Kits are in school ready to be worn on these days.

A P.E. kit consists of: a white t-shirt, blue (or black) shorts, and a pair of trainers for outdoor use, which
they should leave in school. As an optional extra, a dark coloured pair of jogging trousers and a
jumper can also be worn when we are outside. All P.E. kit must be labelled clearly with your child’s
name.




As always, the only jewellery permitted in school is a pair of plain small stud earrings. If your child
has pierced ears, it would be much appreciated if you could remove their earrings on each morning of
P.E. Please note that staff are not able to remove them or cover them, so this will result in your
child not taking part in our P.E. lesson and an alternative task will be provided for the child,
this is due to health and safety reasons. Long hair must be tied back.

Please ensure your child has a P.E. kit in school at all times.

Homework - This will be given out on a Friday and MUST be completed and returned to school by
the following Wednesday.

Children will have an independent reading book which will be brought home on a daily basis and
MUST be returned to school every day. Reading records will be given to the children for parents to fill
out as and when their child reads during the week at home.

Year 5 Group Assembly : Friday, 25" January 2019 at 14:30

Holy Week Assembly : Our Holy Week assembly will be Friday, 12" April at 09:30 and repeated
again at 10:30

KSII_Celebration Assembly : Thursday, 24" January, 14:40 / Thursday, 7" February, 14:40

(fortnightly)
Important Dates 2019
 Friday, 1 February - KSIl Candlemas Assembly (14:15)
e Sunday, 3" February — School Family Mass at Church (11:15)
» Friday, 8" February - Eurovision Song Contest :  KSlI (19:30 — 21:00)
e Thursday, 14" February — FofSP KSI| Valentine’s Disco (18:00 — 20:00)

« Friday, 15" February — School closed for Spring half-term holidays

» Monday, 25t February - School re-opens

« Tuesday 26™ February & Wednesday 27" February — Parent Consuitations

o Friday, 1* March - Candlemas Assembly - KSlI (14:15)
e Wednesday, 6™ March - Ash Wednesday

Additional information will be sent out with regards to the following:

e School trips, assemblies, after school clubs, etc.

We are looking forward to a very productive and fun half term.

Thank you

Mrs F. Joyce & Mrs. N. Scholey
Year 5 Teachers

‘An outstanding school, which is deeply committed to the Catholic mission... this school inspires all within this faith community

to live life to the full.' Ofsted 2017

Tel: (01924) 488282 E-mail: office@stpaulinus.org Website: www.stpaulinuscps.org.uk
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