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Thursday 19th March 2020 

Dear Parent/ Guardian/ Carer,  

Good morning all, it is with a heavy heart that I write to you all after hearing the PM’s speech last 

night.  As you may be aware, the Government has asked all schools to partially close from Friday 

night onwards; opening only for those children whose parents are key workers, or for those who are 

vulnerable.  We have yet to have any clarification on which jobs are classed as key workers but I 

imagine that roles linked to keeping the country going like the NHS, public sector roles, health care 

roles, delivery driving roles, roles linked to keeping food supplies going and LA roles are likely to 

come under that umbrella.  We are also awaiting further information linked to how we are to 

support our vulnerable pupils and about the National Voucher scheme so children have access to 

food over the time we are partially closed.  We also have not received any information on 

expectations for schools opening or what happens if one parent is a key worker but the other is not.  

My intention is to provide full details on who the key workers are as soon as it arrives in school – a 

list will hopefully be published shortly by the Government! 

Although it may seem initially exciting for pupils that they will be staying at home and that a weight 

has lifted from your shoulders, I am saddened with thoughts that our children could potentially be 

losing up to half a year of education; I am saddened for our Early Years and Nursery pupils who have 

had their first ever year in school disrupted and I am saddened that Year 6 may not be able to enjoy 

their usual celebrations in their final year of primary school.  I am also saddened that a whole 

generation of pupils will miss time developing socially with their peers and I am conscious of the 

work we will all need to do to support our pupils’ mental health over the coming months and when 

they return to school.  I believe it is right that the Government have allowed school to part close so 

we can keep our children safe, but it is with sadness that this is a time we all have to live through. 

St. Paulinus is fully committed to supporting the services needed to keep our country running while 

we are all battling this virus, and we are eager to play our part in that.  I will write to all parents as 

soon as I can, with what that will look like and hopefully with some answers to our many questions. I 

am also liaising with Kids Club who will be able to provide their parents with more information soon 

too. 

In the meantime, I hope our pupils enjoy their last couple of days in school, I know the staff will miss 

their classes and I will miss having the buzz of a full school over the coming weeks or months.  Please 

keep in mind the pressure that school, including the teachers and office staff, are under at this 

moment in time, as we try to do what is best for our pupils. 

Thank you for continued support,  

 

Miss Hayes 
(Headteacher) 

http://www.stpaulinuscps.org.uk/

