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‘An outstanding school, which is deeply committed to the Catholic mission… this school inspires all within this faith community 
to live life to the full.’   Ofsted 2017 

  

 
17th September 2020 

 
Dear Parent/ Guardian,  
 

Lunchtime – we’re moving back to the hall! 
 

This week, you may have heard from your child that we have been trialling different ways to safely go 
back into the dining hall to have lunch.  We have finally found a solution that will mean we can go back 
to normal dinners but also comply with health and safety measures and keep the children as safe as 
possible when eating dinners. 
 
From next week we will be staggering our lunch time.  The children will still have an hour for their 
dinner break as they do now and they will have as much time as they need in the hall to eat their 
dinner.  The difference is that they will be coming in at different times so that we do not mix bubbles.  
Your child is unlikely to notice much difference as all times are around the same hour we usually have 
in the middle of the day and they will still have adults looking after them. 
 
We will be following all the usual COVID safe processes, which include: enhanced cleaning of tables 
and chairs in between classes using them, children getting their own dinner, plate, cup and cutlery, 
and regularly cleaning their hands, maintaining social distancing and implementing a 1 way system so 
children do not have to cross paths.  They will only sit with their class and will be socially distanced 
from any other classes in the room in order to maintain their bubble. The room is a large room and it 
will be well ventilated with windows and doors open.  They will also sit with their table partner and 
leave a space in between them and the other table partners in the class to minimise the number of 
close contacts they have.  Staff supporting the children may choose to wear face coverings or visors 
to add an extra layer of protection for those that may not usually come in contact with your child’s 
class.  Sandwich children will also be eating their lunch in the hall as usual with the same measures in 
place as for the hot dinners children.  
 
A couple of year groups will have a slightly longer morning session and a couple will have a slightly 
shorter morning session but all children will be eating their dinner at around the same time they do at 
the moment and they will all have a full hour for their break as they do now.  We, as a staff, know that 
it may take a little while to settle the children into a new routine, especially if they are one of the 
classes with a longer morning session.  But don’t worry - we have lots of ideas in place to support 
children in this until they settle in to the new timings.  
 
Important information needed: 
In order to make this process easier for School and the children, we are likely to be giving each child a 
blob of hand sanitiser when entering the hall for them to rub into their hands – if your child is allergic to 
hand sanitiser or reacts badly to it – please let the teacher know as soon as possible and they will 
make sure they wash their hands instead.  
 
 
Why are we doing this? 
We hope that the children enjoy returning to being served their dinners.  It will mean that they can 
make adjustments again to what they get, so if they do not like the tomato sauce on the pasta they 
can leave it off etc.  It also means that the children can get out of their classroom a bit more, have a bit 
more time to play outside in comparison to our current set up and the classroom can be left ready for 
learning in the afternoon.   
 

http://www.stpaulinuscps.org.uk/


We will be carrying out a pupil voice over the next couple of weeks to see what the children think 
about the dinners and will let you know the outcome!  
 
Thank you for your continued support in these very uncertain times, it means a lot to myself, all the 
hardworking staff who are going above and beyond at the moment and to the School.  Let’s continue 
to work together to move our school forward during these unprecedented times. 
 
Thank you,  
Miss Hayes 
(Headteacher) 
 
 

 
 

 


