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Dear Parents / Carers ~ 

Year 3 - Spring Term Curriculum Letter 

Now that the New Year is well underway and your children are enjoying lots of exciting learning, here is 
all the information for the Spring Term. 

Year 3 Staff: Class Teachers: Mrs. F. Joyce (3J) & Miss B. Whitehead (3W) 

French Teacher: Miss S. Juan 

Higher Level Teaching Assistant: Miss H. Ellis 

Educational Teaching Assistants: Mrs. M. Donnelly, Mrs. K. Dudley, 
Mrs S. Crossland, Mrs C. Haslem, 
Miss V. Hart & Miss C. Lyons 

In Religious Education. we will be studying about “Jesus the teacher” and “Called to Change: 
Reconciliation”. We will explore a range of Bible stories which show how Jesus has taught us how to 
turn away from sin and think about the important messages that he taught us and think about how he 
wants us to live our lives. We will also look at the sacrament of Reconciliation and the important role 
that this plays in being a Christian. This will guide those children who will be looking to make their 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

In Mathematics we will be focusing on the vital basic skills of Mathematics, in particular multiplication 
and related division facts. We will be exploring hands on ways to solve multiplication and division 
problems and the different ways that we can represent these. We will also be learning about units of 
measure for both mass and capacity. We will be looking at comparing, adding and subtracting these 
measures. Lots of practise at home will really help pupils to embed these skills. We will practise applying 
arithmetic through problem solving and reasoning. 

In English we will be looking at the texts ‘The Iron Man’ and ‘Escape from Pompei’. These texts will 
drive our writing to help us write descriptions, our own stories, instructions, letters and diary entries. We 
will be using a wide variety of Alan Peat writing techniques from the including two pair sentences, ly 
(adverbial) sentence starter, first word last word sentence and similes to ensure detailed variety of 
language styles. We will also be exploring factual newspapers and writing our own based upon our 
findings about the Romans. 

At home, please encourage regular reading of fiction & non-fiction. Continue to promote the love for 
books and try to allow your child the opportunity to discuss the texts they’ve read. Through discussion 
at home, encourage them to develop their vocal expression in their written language, their 
understanding of the meaning of words and the effects they have. Remember - ‘They have to be able 
to say it before they can write it.’ 

In Science our learning will focus on “Light” followed by ‘Animals including Humans’. By the end of this 
unit all children should be able to understand that dark is the absence of light, understand how surfaces 
reflect light, understand and explain how the sun can damage parts of the eye and know how shadows 
change dependent on the light. In the next topic, the children will understand the process of reproduction 
and how plants need the sun to release the oxygen vital to the life of Humans. Throughout this unit 
children will be given the opportunity to develop their Scientific skills by setting up investigations, making



predictions, drawing their own conclusions, making observations, identifying and classifying, 
researching, pattern seeking and of course ensuring their investigations are fair tests. 

Our Spring term theme for History will begin with Year 3 learning about the Romans. We will be looking 
at a range of artefacts to find out what life was like for the Romans. We will be researching the history 
of Julius Cesar, how the Romans helped to shape the world as we know it now. We will finish of the 
theme by looking what Dewsbury was like during Roman times. 

Next half term in Geography we will be learning about Earthquakes and Volcanoes; we wiil be able to 
locate famous earthquakes and volcanoes around the world. We will also look at how the Earth is made 
up and what has to happen in order for Earthquakes and Volcanoes to occur. Our theme will finish with 
the children creating their own volcano and making them erupt! 

Physical Education (P.E.) - under the new guidelines, children must come to school in their P.E. 
kits ready for lessons. Our P.E. days will take place on Wednesdays and Thursdays. 

e The St. Paulinus P.E. kit consists of: 

o aplain white t-shirt with or without the school logo (no brands or patterns), 

o plain black or dark grey shorts / jogging bottoms or leggings (no brands or patterns), 

o grey school hoodie with the school logo, 

o Trainers or a pair of pumps. 

e In addition, the only jewellery permitted in school is a pair of plain small stud earrings. !f your 
child has pierced ears, these need to be removed on each morning of P.E. for health and safety 
reasons. 

Piease note that staff are not able to remove earrings, so this will result in your child not 
taking part in our P.E. lesson and an alternative task will be provided for the child, this is 
due to health and safety reasons. 

e Long hair must be tied back. 

e Please ensure your child wears their PE kit on their P.E. days. All P.E. kit and School uniform 
must be labelled clearly with your child’s name. If it becomes lost, it can then be easily returned 
to the rightful owner. 

Homework - will be given out each Friday and MUST be completed and returned by the following 
Wednesday. The purpose of homework is to consolidate the learning from class and to prepare them 
for more intensive homework at high school. It is therefore extremely important that this work is 
completed. If a child does not complete their homework without a valid reason, they will be asked to stay 
in and complete it at break/lunchtime. No homework three times in a half-term, a letter will go home 
notifying parents. 

Reading - Children will have a reading book which will be brought home on a daily basis and MUST be 
returned to school every day. We will change your child’s book once a week. Please remember to write 
in your child’s reading record to acknowledge that you have listened to your child read. It is also very 
important to check your child’s understanding when reading. Finally, please remember to access Bug 
Club. 

‘An outstanding school, which is deeply committed to the Catholic mission... this school inspires all within this faith community 
to live life to the full.’ Ofsted 2017 
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The Way Forward - Paperless Communication 

As you know we try very hard to keep parents regularly informed about what’s going on at our school, 
however sending paper letters home can be rather ‘hit and miss’ with letters often going astray along 
the way. 

We aim to be ‘Paperless’, this is beneficial both to ourselves and to you because: 

= Messages will get to you reliably. 

= We can send messages directly to mums and dads at the same time. 

# You will receive important or urgent messages more effectively. 

= We can tell you more about what’s going on within our school. 

= Letters will also be available to read on the school’s website and the School App. 

  

  
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact your child’s class teacher via email: 

Year3 @stpaulinus.org or by contacting the school office and arranging a telephone appointment.   

If you have not already provided us with an e-mail address, please do so. If you would like to continue 
receiving paper copies, then please contact the office OR complete the ‘e-mail request form’ on the 
School App. 

Any information you provide us with will be kept private and will not be passed on to any other 
organisation. 

We are looking forward to a very productive and fun half term. 

Thank you 

Mrs. Joyce & Miss Whitehead 
Year 3 Teachers 

‘An outstanding school, which is deeply committed to the Catholic mission... this school inspires all within this faith community 
to live life to the full.’ Ofsted 2017 
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Important Dates 2023 
  

Time to Talk Day : Thursday 2 February 

KS2 Candlemas: Thursday 2 February, 14:00 (Parents Invited) 

NSPCC Number Day: Friday 3 February (50p donation / Non-Uniform Day) 

Eurovision: Friday 3 February (Non-Uniform Day) 

Children’s Mental Health Week: Monday 6 February — Friday 10 February 

Safer Internet Day: Tuesday 7 February 

KS2 Valentine’s Disco: Friday 10 February, 18:00 — 20:00 @ Parochial Hall 

Spring Half Term Holidays : Monday 13 February — Friday 17 February 

Shrove Tuesday: Tuesday 21 February 

Ash Wednesday: Wednesday 22 February 

World Book Day: Thursday 2 March (Non-Uniform / Dress up) 

Year 3 Lenten Bun Sale: Friday 17 March 

Mother’s Day: Sunday 19 March 

Holy Week in School: 

e EYFS Palm Sunday Tuesday 28 March, 09:30 

e Year 3 Palm Sunday Tuesday 28 March, 14:00 

e Year 1 Zacchaeus Wednesday 29 March, 09:30 

e Year 4 Last Supper Wednesday 29 March, 14:00 

e Year 2 Last Supper Thursday 30 March, 09:30 

e Year 6 Agony inthe Garden Thursday 30 March, 14:00 

e Year 5 Stations of the Cross — Friday 31 March, 09:30 / Repeated at 14:00 

Easter Holidays: Monday 3 April — Friday 14 April 

King’s Coronation: Monday 8 May 

Summer Half Term Holidays: Monday 29 May — Monday 5 June 

Inset Day: Monday 5 June 

Father’s Day: Sunday 18 June 

Last day: Friday 21 July 

More dates / info to be added, please check up-coming newsletters 

‘An outstanding school, which is deeply committed to the Catholic mission... this school inspires all within this faith community 

  

to live life to the full.’ Ofsted 2017 

TEMPLE ROAD, DEWSBURY, WEST YORKSHIRE, WF13 3QE 
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